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apparent helpfulness for daily research, it 1s even
more important to analyze the underlying principles
and concepts of these services in order to evaluate
their long-term impact and therefore usefulness for
the academic community.

Therefore, this paper aims to explore how the
principles of a well-known Web 2.0 service, namely
the world’s largest social music service “Last.fin™
(www.last.fim), can be applied to rescarch, which
potential it could have in the world of research (e.g.
an open and interdisciplinary database, usage-based

putation metrics, and collab filtering) and
which challenges such a model would face in
academia (e.g. scale, initial value proposition, and
privacy). A real-world application of these principles,
“Mendeley” (www.mendeley.com), will then be
demoed at the IEEE e-Science conference.

How Last.fm works
Last.fin, which bills itself as a “social music service™,
the largest open database) of music
in the World; by aggregating the musical tastes of its
20 million users and then data-mining it for similar
musical genres, artists, and songs. THeUSers form'a
world' relationships; instead, Last.fm’s network
emerges around data that describes its users” listening
behavior and music:
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Counterintuitively, by not

Last.fm’s service is based on aggregating the users’
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cxisting research paper libraries. relationships
between researchers writing papers i different
disciplines. and the scholars’ paper reading behavior.

Along these lines, a “Last.fm for rescarch™ would be
able to display statistics 10 each individual user about
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about papers, authors, jourmals, and academic
disciplines, and to recommend interesting articles and
rescarchers 10 the user. We envision that SISO

.-\m of such a service
would have a number of advantages for academia at
large, of which we will discuss three important ones.

—rhe creation of an open and interdisciplinary
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